
To: Our Franklin Township Public School Families 
From: Superintendent John Ravally 
Date:  November 4, 2020 
Re:  Positive Covid-19 Communication & Contact Tracing 
 
As you are aware currently our schools are, for the most part, operating in remote mode. We 
have a small population of students with the highest learning needs attending school at 
Claremont Elementary, MacAfee Road Elementary, Franklin Park Elementary and Franklin High 
School. Our intention, as announced in my letter earlier this week, is to open all schools in the 
hybrid model on November 30th. Our district Restart Committee has worked hard on our Restart 
Plan and our District Safety Committee/Pandemic Response Team met recently to discuss all of 
the necessary protocols that need to be in place as we progress toward opening our Hybrid 
Program. As we approach opening day for hybrid in-person instruction we are organizing our 
individual School Safety/Pandemic Response Teams so that they are ready to help manage 
their individual school environments once we open in the hybrid format on November 30th. I 
want to take this opportunity to clarify District communication protocols with regard to 
notifications of Covid Positive Cases related to our schools. 

 
Our protocol is described by the Covid-19 Communication & Contact Tracing Chart  on the 
district website. As per the flow chart, once a student or staff member is aware that they are 
Covid-19 positive, it is the individual’s responsibility to notify the district. Once the district is 
aware, the district contract tracer consults with the Somerset County Health Department to 
determine close contacts. Once close contacts are determined, those that need to quarantine 
are contacted by the district and they are asked to quarantine. Those who were in the area but 
determined not to be in close contact (6 feet or less for 15 minutes cumulative in a 24 hour 
period) will also receive notification to alert them that a covid positive person was in their area 
but not in close contact.  
 
In order to help protect the anonymity of the patient diagnosed with Covid-19, only those that 
need to be notified, in accordance with guidelines noted above, are notified or alerted of the 
Covid-19 case. Even within that notification, care is taken when describing the person who 
tested positive, to protect their anonymity.  Please understand we are already going beyond 
CDC and health department requirements by notifying those individuals who are not considered 
close contacts, but it is our belief that it is important to notify all who were in the same building 
or in the vicinity of the patient. 

 
To date we have had ten distinct Covid positive cases reported to the district which involved a 
mix of staff and students. In all cases the communication protocols detailed above have been 
followed and have helped to minimize the risk of transmission in our schools, while protecting 
the privacy rights of the individuals diagnosed with Covid-19.  
 
We realize as numbers rise across New Jersey and in Somerset County that we too will likely 
see an increase in cases impacting our schools. In an attempt to keep everyone as informed as 
possible we have placed on our website a Report of Covid-19 Cases.  The report, which will be 

https://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/3856/Positive%20Covid%20Tracing%20and%20CommunicationChart.pdf
https://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/3856/Positive%20Covid%20Tracing%20and%20CommunicationChart.pdf
https://www.franklinboe.org/cms/lib/NJ01000817/Centricity/Domain/3856/Report%20of%20Positive%20Covid%2011-4-20.pdf


updated regularly, will keep district families informed about the total number of reported positive 
cases in the district by location. We all need to continue working together to best protect the 
health of our school community.  
 
Thank you and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact my office.  
 
 
 


